3. English Core (Code No. 301)
INTRODUCTION

This course is designed to help students acquire competence in English to use the
language :

® asameans of self-expression in real life situations;

‘® asaresource for pursuing undergraduate courses in science, humanities, commerce agricul-
ture, medicine engineering and other vocational areas.

Aims

The course will enable students to acquire :

® reading skills, including skimming and scanning;

® writing skills, including summarising, abstracting, notemaking:

® the ability to pursue higher education through English:

® auseful vocabulary of sufficient range:

Objectives
1) Reading

On reading a text, the students should be able to :

® perceive its overall organisation;

¢ discriminate between the main and subordinate points, and know how they interrelate;

® distinguish between the direct and the implied meaning;

® discover the author’s bias etc.

® interpret tabular and diagrammatic presentation of information.

2) Writing

By the end of the course the students should be able to :

® write correctly;

@ cxpress an idea coherently in a single paragraph;

‘e write letters of different kinds;

® write simple narrative pieces;

® write factual description of objects, places, persons etc.

® describe a process (e. g. making tea, mending a bicycle puncture);

@ report events and experiments; '
® compose a longer piece of reflective writing on a given topic;
® make notes using abbreviations, symbols efc;
® summarise different types of materials (reports and chapters in a book)
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(3)  Grammar
By the end of the course students should be able to use the following correctly in a given context;

(1) tenses : the Simple Present, the Simple Past, the Present Perfect, the Present Perfect
Continuous, the Past Perfect, the Past Perfect Continuous;

(i) active and passive constructions;
(i)  clauses : noun clauses, adjective (relative) clauses and adverb clauses;

(iv)  modals : can, could, may, might, will would, should, must, need, ought to, have to, and
their negative forms;

(v) determiners;

' (vi)  conventions of writing such as punctuation, parenthesis, indexing, underlining, use of
‘ abbreviations.

Note : Testing should be done in an integrated way where the items are not tested in isolation but in
suitable combinations.

(4)  Reference Skills
The students should be able to :
(i) locate books of different authors in the library;
(ii) find out required information in a book by referring to its list of contents, index, etc.;

(i)  look up the meaning of words in a dictionary, consult a thesaurus, encyclopedia for
extracting relevant information;

(iv)  search the net for relevant sites.

EXAMINATION SPECIFICATIONS

Class XI (ENGLISH CORE)
One Paper 3 Hours Marks : 100
Unitwise Weightage
Unit/Areas of Learning Marks
A.  Reading Unseen Passages (Two) 20
B.  Writing 20 50
C. Grammar 10
D.  Textual Questions
(1) English with a Purpose (Textbook) 30 40
(i) Let’s Read And Think (Supplementary Reader) 10

E. Conversation Skills
(i) Listening 05 10
(11) Speaking 05
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SECTION - A
READING UNSEEN PASSAGES FOR COMPREHENSION AND NOTE - MAKING

20 Marks 40 Periods
Two unseen passages with a variety of questions including 5 marks for vocabulary such as words

formation and inferring meaning. The total length of both the passages together should be
around 1100 words.

* The passages could be any of the following two types :
(a) Factual passages e.g. instructions, descriptions, reports.
(b) Discursive passages involving opinion e.g. argumentative, persuasive.
SUMMARY - Class XI

Unseen No. of words Testing Areas Marks Allotted
Passages
Al 12 Marks anound 600 Short answer type question 10
to test local, global and
inferential
comprehension
: Vocabulary 02
A2 08 Marks around 500 Note - making in an 05
appropriate format
Vocabulary 03

One of the passages should have about 600 words carrying 12 marks, the other passage shoulf
have about 500 words carrying 8 marks

The passage carrying 08 marks should be used for testing note-making for 5 marks ant

testing vocabulary for 3 marks. Vocabulary for 2 marks may be tested in the other passage carrying
12 marks.

SECTION B
WRITING 20 Marks 40 periods
B.I' One out of two tasks such as a factual description of any event or 04

incident, a report or a process based on verbal input
provided (80-100 words).

B.2 One out of two compositions based on a visual and/or verbal input 08
(in about 100-150 words). The output may be descriptive or argumentative
in nature such as an article for publication in a newspaper or a school
magazine or a speech.

B.3 Writing one out of two letters based on given input. Letters types 08
include (a) business or official letters (for making enquiries, registering
complaints, asking for and giving information, placing orders and sending
replies); (b) letters to the editors (giving suggestions, opinions on an
issue of public interest) or (c) application for a job.

SECTION C
GRAMMAR 10 Marks 30 Periods

Different grammatical structures in meaningful contexts will be tested. Item types will include
gap-filling, sentence-reordering, dialogue-completion and sentence-transformation. The grammat
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syllabus will include the tollowing areas :

|. Determiners C.1 Error Correction 4
2. Tenses C.2 Editing Task 4
3. Clauses (.3 Reordering of sentences 2
4. Modals '
SECTION D
TEXTUAL QUESTIONS 40 Marks 100 Periods

Questions on the prescribed textbooks will test comprehension at different levels : literal,
inferential and evaluative based on the following prescribed text books :

|. English with a Purpose Text book, published by NCERT, New Delhi.

2. Let’s Read and Think- Supplementary Reader, published by NCERT, New Delhi.

3. Working With English- Workbook, published by NCERT, New Delhi.

English With a Purpose 30 Marks

D 1. a) One out of two extracts based on poetry from the text to test 4
comprehension and appreciation

b) Twe out of three short answer questions from the poetry sectiontotest 6
local and global comprehension of text (upto 30 words).

D 2. Five out of six short answer questions on the lessons from prescribed 2x5=10
text (upto 30 words)

D 3. One out of two long answer type questions based on the text to test global 10
comprehension and extrapolation beyond this set text. (Expected word limit
would be about 100-125 words each)

Let’s Read and Think 10 Marks

D 4. One out of two long answer type questions based on Supplementary Reader
to test comprehension of theme, character and incidents. 4
(upto 100 words)

D 5. Two out of three short answer question from the Supplementary Reader
(upto 30 words) 3+3=0
Prescribed Books
|. English With a Purpose -Text book published by NCERT, New Delhi.
2. Let’s Read and Think-Supplementary Reader published by NCERT, New Delhi.
3. Working With English-Work Book, published by NCERT, New Delhi.

Conversation Skills (Listening + Speaking)

Conversation Skills will be tested both as part of Continuous Assessment and at the final examination.

Outof the 10 marks allotted for Conversation. 05 marks may be used for testing Listening and 05 marks

may be used for testing Speaking. The Conversation Skills Assessment Scale may be used for
* evaluating.

Listening

The examiner will read aloud a passage based on a relevant theme or a short story. The passage may be
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