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SECTION A — READING

Read the following passage and answer the questions that follow :

1 Some people in the corporate sector believe that the highest job
satisfaction is enjoyed by those in least-paying jobs, like in NGOs
and social organizations. This sounded ironical but still exciting
enough to mull over for those of us in the corporate world who
chase a mirage called job satisfaction and often confuse it with

high salaries.

2 Five years ago, I was posted in Kolkata. This is where I had the
- soul-stirring experience of meeting Ravikant at Belur Math, the
Ramkrishna Mission’s headquarters. Away from the city’s
boisterous roads, Belur is tranquility personified. It had been
18 years since Ravikant and I had passed out from IIT Kanpur,
where we spent our days in neighbouring hostel rooms. In the
course of lunch that day at Belur, he unfolded his post-IIT story,
which marked a turning point for my own view towards life.

3 Ravikant Jadhav was ranked second across India in the JEE and
completed his B.Tech. in computer science with a perfect 10 CPI.
A recipient of the President’s gold medal at IIT, he spurned all
offers of plum scholarships from top foreign universities. Instead,
he went on to do his Ph.D. from IIT, Kanpur. As his neighbour I
was familiar with Ravikant’s leanings towards Swami
Vivekananda and Ramkrishna Paramhans. Often, when I barged
into his room for a chat session, I would find him deep into
reading their teachings. These had an impact on his day-to-day
actions as well. An example of his austerity was the fact that he
managed to pass those four years with just a pair of white
kurta-pyjamas. He spent a lot of time teaching the mess workers’
children besides other poor employees of IIT. Top brain that he
was, the toughest assignments were cracked by him in a jiffy.

4 His entire family along with many of us, egged him on to study
abroad. I occasionally mocked his convictions and told his parents
he would eventually succumb to the lure of dollars, just like
several of his batch-mates. But, he couldn’t be deterred from his
single-minded pursuit of serving humanity. He would explain,
“Just like Silicon Valley, social sectors too desperately need

intelligent people.”
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