2. Functional English (Code No. 101)

Aims and Objectives of the Functional English Course

to enable the learner to acquire competence in different linguistic functions.

to reinforce the various subskills acquired related to reading, writing, listening and
speaking.

to broaden the language base to enable the learner to use language effectively.

The Approach to Functional English Curriculum

A skill based communicative approach is recommended in Functional English, with
graded texts followed by learner centred activities.

It is recommended that teachers consciously take a back seat, playing the role of a
manager, coordinator and facilitator.

Acquisition of Language Skills and Their Objectives

Approach to Reading

Variety in text type rather than having only short stories and prose pieces.

Inbuilt activites with enough guidance to the teacher and learners towards acquisition
of reading skills.

Development of vocabulary through word building skills.
Reading for specific purposes.

Ten core objectives of the National Policy kept in mind while looking for reading
inputs and working on the materials.

Specific Objectives of Reading

to develop specific study skills such as
@® torefer to dictionaries, encyclopedia, thesaurus and academic reference material.

®  to select and extract relevant information, using reading skills of skimming
and scanning



to understand the writer’s attitude and bias.
to comprehend the difference between what is said and what is implied.
to understand the language of propaganda and persuasion.

to develop the ability to differentiate between claims and realities, facts and
opinions.
to develop the ability to form business opinions on the basis of latest trends
available.

to develop the ability to comprehend technical language as required in com
puter related fields.

" to arrive at personal conclusion and comment on a given text specifically
3 to develop the ability to be original and creative in interpreting opinion
@ to develop the ability to be logically persuasive in defending one’s opinion.
(] to develop literary skills as enumerated below
® to personally respond to literary texts
® to appreciate and analyze special features of languages that differentiate literary
texts from non-literary ones
° to explore and evaluate features of character, plot, setting etc.
® to understand and appreciate the oral, mobile and visual elements of drama
® to identify the elements of style such as ‘humour, pathos, satire and irony etc.
SPEAKING AND LISTENING
[ Skills overtly built into the materials. (Language Skillsbook)
uw Teachers need special guidance in the actualization of the skills.
[ Speaking needs a very strong emphasis and is an important objective leading to profes-
sional competence. :
l Testing of oral skills to be made an important component of the overall testing pattern.

Specific Objectives of Listening and Speaking or Conversation Skills (Aural/Oral)

to develop the ability

to listen to lectures and talks and to be able to extract relevant and useful information
for a specific purpose.

to listen to news bulletins and develop the ability to discuss informally on wide ranging
issues like current national and international affairs, sports, business etc.

to respond in interviews and participate in formal group discussions.

to make enquiries meaningfully and adequately respond to enquiries for the purpose of
travelling within the country and even abroad.



to listen to business news and be able to extract relevant important information.

to develop the art of formal public speaking.

WRITING SKILLS

The following were kept in mind while framing the Language Skillsbook

Teaching skills and subskills of writing focused on the process of writing.

Writing skills integrated with the other skills and not compartmentalized.

Subskills of writing to be taught in a context.

Course for two years graded in such a way that it leads the students towards acquiring

- advanced writing skills.

Writing tasks move from less linguistically challenging to more linguistically challeng-
ing ones.

Specific Objectives of Writing

To develop the ability :

m to write letters to friends, pen friends, relatives etc.

[ to write business letters and official ones.

[ to send telegrams, faxes, e-mails.

@ to open accounts in post offices and banks.

L] to fill in railway reservation slips.

| to write on various issues to institutions seeking relevant information, lodge
complaints, express thanks or tender apolody.

(] to write applications, fill in application forms, prepare a personal bio-data for admission
into colleges, universities, entrance tests and jobs.

m to write informal reports as part of personal letters on functions, programmes and
activities held in school (morning assembly, annual day, sports day etc.)

| to write formal reports for school magazines or in local newspapers on the above events
or occasions. :

P to write presentation of opinions, facts, arguments in the form of set speeches for
debates.

m to present papers for taking part in symposia.

[ to take down notes from talks and lectures and make notes from various resources for
the purpose of developing the extracted ideas into sustained pieces of writing.

L] to write examination answers according to the requirement of the various subjects.



EXAMINATION SPECIFICATIONS

CLASS XI
One Paper 3 Hours Marks : 100
Unitwise Allocation
FUnit Area of Learning Marks
'I—. Advanced Reading Skills (Unseen Passages-three)* 20
2 Effective Writing Skills 25
3. Applied Grammer 15
4 Literature 30
5. Conversion Skills (Listening+Speaking) (5+5) 10
SECTION A
ADVANCED READING SKILLS 20 Marks (50 Periods)
Two unseen passages (including poems) with a variety of questions including 04 marks for
vocabulary such as word formation and inferring meaning. The total range of the 2 paggages,
including a poem or a stanza, should be around 950-1200 words.
1) 350-500 words in length 8 marks (for note-making & Summarising)
2) 600-700 words in length 12 marks (04 marks for vocabulary)
*The passages or poems could be any one of the following types
(a) Factual passages e, g. instructions, descriptions, reports
(b) Discursive Passages irivo[ving opinion e.g. argumentative, persuasive
(c) Literary passages e. g. poems, extracts from fiction, biography, autobi-
ography, travelogue etc.
In the case of a poem, the text may be shorter than 200 words.
SECTION B

EFFECTIVE WRITING SKILLS
THREE writing tasks as indicated below :

B.1

25 Marks (50 Periods)

One short writing task such as composing messages, notices, e-mails
and factual description (people, place and object) (50-80 words)

5 marks
Note : e-mail is to be tested only as part of continuous assessment

Writing letters based on given verbal/visual input 10 marks

a) Letter types include official letters for making inquiries, registering com-
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